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55 Reder of Fat ps wich « may 2 
liver us and our Mei Bug from 
the di rreful Deftruc ti an we were then, 
and are now again, threaten'd with, ” 
+ the Peftilence. 
It met with, at that Time, a 
general Approbatis on; but the Plague, 
which was then at Marſe eilles, ceaſing, 
and the Fears of it alſo, every Me- 
thod then propoſed of curing or pre- 
| venting, was neglected and forgot, 
and * among ft others, lay dor- 
mant; but the Plague having now 
again nh fuch terrible Deftrutzi on 
at Meſſina, fill continuing on the 
Tfland of Sicily, alſo got over into 
the Dad of Italy, befides it's 
A 2 : being 
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PREFACE. 


being in a City in Africa, over- 
againſt Gibraltar, makes. it to be juſtly 


dreaded For our Merchant Wi PS 


| having Commerce not only with Places 


adjacent to where it is already; but 


alſo with other Nations who trade to 
thoſe Places, we can ſcarce be enough 
guarded againſt it's being tranſmitted 


20 our Sea Ports. 


The Generality of People, ado 


know the Danger, being thus again 
alarm d at it, are beginning to think. 


of Defences. pal Help, in caſe of it's 


nearer Approach ; and, among them, 
Jome Friends of the Author: who 
remembring this Propoſal for it's 
Prevention, call for a Revival there- 
of, which the Author the more readily 
liſten d to, becauſe he was. credibly 
inform d that Enquiry was made af- 


ter it, in order to reprint it without 
confulting him, he hath therefore re- 
wviſed it, and given Leave for this 


| Republicati on. 


T H E 


PREVENTIO * 


PLAGUE, Kc. 


Sul not ave Fr vl 4 
D, here to trouble my Readers 
with any Philoſophical Diſ- 
| ' quiſitions, but content my- 5 
af ws == only what is ap- 

| parent to common Senſe, vis. That 
it is communicated by certain Efflu- 
via emitted from whatſoever Perſons 
or Things have had the Infection, 
and 8 in the neareſt Air to us. 
It is nothing to our Purpoſe, whe- 
ther they are Animalcula or not, nor 

of what Fis gure, nor the rn ef 


cal 


at Manner * a Operation: Bu 
too apparent it is, that there are ort- 
tain which we ſhall call 
Atoms, volatile enough to paſs from 
one Perſon and Thin g to another, 
and from Place to Place, and tis by 
this Means, we find, it makes ſuch 
dreadful Hayock. © | 
Therefore, all we have to do, is 
do think of ſome way to deſtroy theſe : 
Atoms. Tis ſufficiently known, 
chat any thing that ſends forth a 
great Quantity of groſs Vapours, ſuch 
as burning Pitch, Tebabes, Aſa-fe- 
| tian, Gaglick, and the like, hath _ 
ö been ſucceſsfully uſed by Perſons 
| Poihg about among the Infected, to 
fill the Air 2 her with ſuch à 
Cloud of Fumes, as may thruſt away 
the noxious ones. 
Many good Treatiſes have been 
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wrote by learned and experienced 
Phyſicians on the Cure of the Plague, 
and uſeful Inſtructions have been 
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given o thoſe vy may 1 1 
| Care of infected Perſons, as well as 


to the Patients themſelves and Me- 


thods of 3 ye _ have 
been taught principally by Antidotes. 
Nor 4 eſe Authors forgot to 
adviſe pu purifying the Air by Saul 
Methods; even ſulphurous Fires have 
been mentioned too; but their Views 
ſeem to extend no farther than to 
that Air which may furround their 
own Perſons, or that of a ſingle 
Houſe; and this has been ſaid in {9 


cool and tranſient a manner, as ta 


be paſs d over by their Readers with 
very 4, rg Hes d, as only ſome ſmall 
ky rg Help in the Cie: : Where. 
as thoſe who would fave the Inhabi- 
tants of a large populous City or 
Town, who are periſhing hourly by 
the venomous Particles floating in 
the Air they breathe, theſe muſt 
make it their principal Aim to attack 
this dreadful Enemy, in the whole 
Air 
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Air of that City, and as far as, it 
can poſſibly be ſuppoſed to extend be- 
ond it. 

We ſhall alſo ſuppoſe i it li pot 5 
ble, that thoſe peſtilential Atoms, * 
they could be brought to actual Fire, 
would ſuffer, as all other things do, 

a total Alteration and Diſſolution. 
Now, though ordinary Fuel, if more 
| uſed in great Fires advantageouſly 
diſpoſed, might do great Service; 
yet tis not extenſive enough to com- 
pleat the defired Effect, alſo too ſlow 
and regular f in it's Motion: So that 
though tis experienced, that it de- 
ſtroys a great many of them, yet it 
only drives others of them at a higher 
or remoter Diſtance. But when the 
Fire is extinguiſhed, the Coldneſs of 
the Air, and other. Accidents have 
repelled them upon us again. What 
we want then is ſome ſubtle ſudden 
Flame, capable of extending itſelf to 


| Jarge Diſtances, of a forcible Point- 
edneſs, 


Tray 


edneſs, furiouſly and inflantly dart- 
ing itſelf to remote Places. | 


If we could get ſuch a Combulti- 
ble a8 this, with the other Property 


alſo, of burning all up at once, 


whereby, when thoſe Pa rts of which 
tit is compounded, Which A not away 


in Flame, do make a groſs and firm 
Cloud of Smoke on the Place where 


3 uſed, it will then obtrude, as 
well as burn and deſtroy, . 


It will require no Difficulty to 


prove, that Gunpowder | will do all 


this. 
But the 's/ N* # it in Guns, after 


5 the ordinary Manner, will not fo 
_ readily anſwer our Expectations, as 


Trains laid the whole Length of a 


Street, and ſmall Trains laid and 


fired in every Room of a Houſe the 


leaſt ſuſpected, four or five times a 


Day. 
Alſo ſmall Piſtols, or rather Locks 
only, the Pan holding enough, or at 


moſt, about a fourth Part of an or- 


8 dinary 


| 1 * 10 1 
dinary Charge, put looſely ma 
Pocket-Piſtol, to be carried in the 
Hand. Now, beſides the Trains 
we propoſe to be on the Ground in 
the Streets, there may be alſo Shelves 

Taiſed twenty or by F oot high, 
running tranſverſe. 

And this may be the Method in 
all the Streets, Lanes and Alleys of 
this City. The Houſes and Rooms 
muſt be purified by this Fire, as of- 
ten in a Day as ſhall be judged con 
venient, and be done by proper Of- 
ficers choſen in every Pariſh. It 
may conduce much to keep Sea-coal 
Fires conſtantly burning on ſome emi- 
nent Places; and if the common 
Houſhold F; ires were order d to con- 
tinue all N ight, it would add a * 

deal. 
But I muſt not omit one Can 


remark'd on the Obſervation of burn- 
ing ſome Cloaths, &c. at St. Ed- 


mund's Bury, of Perſons who had 


been infected with the Small Pox, in 
order 


a 11 1 5 
order to prevent it's further ſpread- | 
Ing, which indeed ſucceeded accord- 
ing to Expectation in the Houſe or 
Neighbourhood ; but the Wind was 
obſerved to direct the Smoke to an 
oppoſite Row of Houſes, which ſud- 
555 affected them in a very ſur- 
pa and extraordinary manner. - 
The Vapours of the Cloaths being 
more moiſt and heavy than the ma- 
lignant Atoms, the Fire inſtead of 
burning them only bore them upper 
moſt, and thruſt them forward, as 


: the Sequel proved. 


Therefore in the purifying of any 
- Heat ſuſpected to be infected, tho' 
this F fri is ſuppoſed to be fierce © 
and ſudden enough to catch and 


_ overtake the malignant Atoms, and. 
not ſuffer them to eſcape ; yet there 


mult be another Flame m before 
the Windows or Doors of the Houſe; 
and this may be of ſome Fire-work, - 
as a Rocket or ſuch-like, fixed ſo as 
to cauſe the Flame to aſcend in a 
| B-2 per- 


. 12 1 5 
perpendicular Line, a great Height, 
which will meet the Fumes, of =. 
ſoever Nature they be, coming forth, 
and intercept and deſtroy, if any 
have before eſcaped. 
If any of the Sick are to be re- 
moved to Infirmaries, let it be done 
in cover d Cars, fo contriv'd, that 
| flow ſulphurous Fire-works, like 
Torches, may be placed round it; 
and the Dead carried out alter the 
ſame manner. 
The Priſons and Houſes of the 
Poor, where they are crouded 
ſo cloſe together as to produce 
a cloſe Collection of. naſty Steams 
4 to retain theſe malignant A- 
toms, ought thus to be purified by 
Trains of. Gun-Powder, even before 
there is any Room to ſuſpect the In- 
fection, & hag it firſt appears in our 
Ifle ; but this ſhould be repeated at 
due 5 and by proper Perſons 
but then there is no need of the 
Flame before the Doors, 


As 


*. 
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As Git: the Rich, and thoſe able, 
tis ſuppoſed they will take ſufficient 
Care for their own Preſervation, tho 
tis convenient they be look d to. 
Nov, for the further perfecting 
our Deſign, whether it may be con- 
venient to add more Sulphur, or 

any other Matter to the Gun- poder, 
in ſome of our Trains, we ſhall leave 
to further Conſideration, and to con- 
ſult with thoſe uſed to make Fire- 
works, and alſo to try and ſee ſome 
Experiments of that Nature. 
. Herealfo, in a more eſpecial man- 
ner, is Camphire to be conſidered, 
whether mix d with the Powder, or 
with Spirit of Wine, and evaporated. 
Firing of great Guns in Places 
really infected, may be very uſeful ; 

but then they ſhould be placed dn 

out the Streets, &c. infected, at ſome 
| Diſtance, and pointed noni them, 
in ſuch manner as may fill the Streets 
and cover the Houſes with the Smoke. 

* 


Streets, Lanes, and Alleys, appear to 


T2 
This will obviate an Ob; ection whick 
ſome have made, that it may be poſſible 
(cho I confeſs I think not very pro- 
bable) that Guns, by darting their 
Flames in direct Lines, may diſperſe 
ſome Atoms to diſtant Places on ei- 


ther Side. The publick Trains muſt 
be fo order d and timed, as to keep 
one of them conſtantly Gring i in the 
Compaſs of a few Streets and Lanes, 


ſo that there may be one conſtant 
Flame, as well filling the Air as 


burning; and in rainy Weather, when 


theſe Trains are not practicable, Great 
Gui:s may be ſo diſpoſed as to anſwer 
the End. 

We have been all this while de- 
ſcribing the Particulars, we will now 
confider and view it in Great, and 
imagine ourſelves on ſome high Place, 
to ſee the Execution of this purifying 


Conflagration on this City and Su- 


burbs: The publick Fires in the 
be 


be ſo many walking F lames, each 
having his own Circle moving by, 
walking, and leaping and obſerving 
a regular Time in it's Motion, re- 
turning to the fame Point (ſuppoſe) 
every Hour. 

But we would not how any think 
we are projecting a thing impractica- 
ble, by reaſon of the vaſt Charge 
we have choſen, 'tis true, to heighten 
our Imagination by this View, that 
we may ſee how theſe Fires ſhould 

circulate, ariſe, ſucceed, and obviate 
each other, ſo that no hurtful n 
may poſſibly eſcape. | 

But it is not to be expected, i 
more than one Part of this City will 
be infected at once; and if we will 

imagine for further Illuſtration, that 
a Houle in the ſame Place where now 
ſtands the Pillar with the Sever Dials, 
had the Diſtemper, it would be ſuf- 
| ficient to make a Flame round it. 
To add more Sulphur i in the Trains 
= burnt 


* K * 9 _ * 2 * * r 1 > 
* 1 7 N * 4 - — J 1 * . 
i 7 . , % 
: — & 
, k 
; | 
;, 4 
5 : 
/ 
? * 
: * 
| ] 


” ob ] 
"MA near the Sick, and to keep 


| theſe circumambient F James paſſing 


fucceſſively through every one of the 


ſeven Streets deſcending from the 
Houſes, and other Flames paſſing 


through the Streets that croſs the 


will have no Occaſion for a tenth 
Part of this Conflagration ; we may 


indeed expect, that all that are able 
will be often firing Trains in their 
own Houſes, and the Poor Houſes 
and Prifons will be taken care of 


two or three times in a my by propet 
Officers. 
But as for the Trains in the Streets, 


they need not be above once or twice 


in a Night, nor even that at half a 


Mile's Diſtance; for tis altogether 


impoſſible that any of the malignant 
Vapours can eſcape even half that 
way; nor is there a Poſſibility of 
conceiving how it can continue many 
Days, or be propagated at all, if the 

Atoms 


Ends of them ; but all beyond this 


— 


12 I 7 * 
Atoms are thus deſtroyed as faſt as 

they are produced and emitted. And 
the Streets and Houſes where the 

Infected dwell, being thus conſtantly . 
purify” d, the Sick will be attended 
| by Phyſicians and others more fre- 
' quently, becauſe with more Safety,and 
the little tainted Atmoſſ pheres ſteam- 
ing and ſurrounding their own Bo- 


+ dies will be hindered from extending g 


themſelves, or from receiving addi- 
tional poiſonous Vapours; for it is 
| not only purifying the Air in one 
Houſe or Street where it may hap- 
pen to begin, which is ſufficient ; we 
| muſt look round us every way white 
it can poſſibly be extended to; and 
alſo the Wind is to be regarded; 
| theſe peſtiferous Particles becoming 
Part of the Atmoſphere floating 
along with it, and carried by the 
|| Wind, and Care muſt be taken to 
intercept them and burn them up. 
We muſt all this while remember we 
C are 


r 18 * 
are rarefying the Air, and wk 
Vacancies, into which the nei Igh- 
bouring Air will flow and fill up. 
Now if there ſhould be any of theſe 
noxious Atoms in the adi jacent Air, 
then would theſe Spaces (which are 
produced by the Rarefaction made 
by theſe Fires) be filled with them, 
and we ſhould be ſoon as bad as be- 
fore, by the Celerity of their propa- 
gating and contaminating every thing 
near them; but if, in the room of 
theſe noxious Vapours, none but pure 
untainted Air ſucceeds in theſe Va- 
cancies, then we have refreſhing ſa- 
| lubrious Air to breathe in, to which 
| even thoſe already ſick with the In- 
fection may owe more than half their 
Cure, and therefore we regard not 
only how theſe Effluvia coming from 

the infected Place may be extended 
round it in Lines or Planes — to 


Pax 


cc 
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| N the Horizon, but alſo to what pe 
* pendicular Wee they may ale; i 
| "and 


ys T1 10 5 
and here Sky-rockets, or ſomething g 
very like them, will be of great uſe, 
eſpecially thoſe which make the 
greateſt Report or Exploſion; for 
this not only deſtroys theſe Atoms, 
by furiouſly darting it's fierce Flames 
about, but the ſudden Exploſion 
makes a Vacuum, which will be im- 
mediately filled with the wholeſome 
Air above it and round it. 
Tjlis true, we would adviſe a ſtric 
Regard to be had to the Houſes ; 
and as to the Charge, four Ounces 
of Gun-powder will make a great 
many Trains and F laſhes in the Pan 
of a ſmall Piſtol, for cloſe Rooms ; 
and a Pound of Powder will make 
ſome long Trains in the Streets; how- 
ever, this laſt is expected to be a 
national Charge. 
If we do but ſuppoſe (as with great 
Reaſon we may) that ſome Sea- port, 
perhaps as large as one of the Pariſhes 
of HY, ** may be firſt infected, 
1 


how 


— 


how eaſy and practicable doth it ap- 


pear to be; and how impoſſible for 
it to 1; read any farther, if this Me- 


thod be put in Execution. 


But the beſt way of trying i would 
be for ſome proper Perſons to re- 
commend it to the Iraliaus, and o- 


thers, whom it hath pleaſed God to 


viſit with it, to extirpate it there, 
by deitr oy ing it in the Places it now 
rages in, defending the adjacent 
Towns from it, and burning up the 
Sceds of it, if any remain in thoſe 


that think they are deliver d from it; 


and by this Means we ſhall have 
lictle Reaſon to expect any Trial of 
it in Greats Britain. 

I fee but little Occaſion ne to 
review or recapitulate according to 
my uſual Cuſtom. There are but 
three things laid down; one is, That 
that the Plague is communicated by 
peſtiferous Atoms in the Air, or ſo 


* hundreds could not be deſtroy- 


ed 


ed by it in a Day, without corporeal 
Contact. The Second is, that theſe 
Atoms are capable of total Altera- 
tion and Diſſolution by actual Fire, 
if they could be brought to it; or 
if an extenſive Fire, ſwift and fierce 
enough to reach them, could be ſent 
to them, theſe require no Argument 
to prove them ; and that Gun-pow- 
der, properly diſpoſed and varied, 
as the various Caſes and Circum- 
ſtances require, ſeems to me to need 
as little Proof. But when ſuch a 


Method is found, of which there 


is the higheſt Probability, if not a 
poſitive Certainty of it's Succeſs in 
an Aﬀair of the higheſt Importance 
to Mankind, it ought not to be juſt 
ſlightly faid or read, and then laid 
by, without further Regard ; on the 
contrary, it ſhould be ſtrongly in- 

culcated, inſiſted on, and vigorouſly 
recommended to thoſe in Authority, 
to whoſe more immediate Care the 
Welfare 
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Welfare and Preſervation of Cities 


and Nations is committed. 


As to what remains to perfect the 


Deſign of which Notice is taken al- 


ready whether by additional Matters 


as Sulphur, c. in ſome Caſes, and 


Canaptiire in others, thoſe accuſtomed 


to make Fire-works muſt be conſult- 


ed); alſo as to the Methods of uſing 


Hes, and Officers proper to per- 
form it, with fuch Directions as are 
neceſſary to be given them, or what- 
ever elſe is wanting to the rendering 


it compleat, there can be no great 
Difficulty in, and may be time e- 


nough conſider d when r d 
for. 
J have here given my Thoughts as 


they crowded in upon me at firſt, 


perhaps with too little Regard to 


Order. I have always had a great 


Averſion to dulling my Reader's At- 
tention with Prolixity, and ſaying 


my * chat can poſſibly be 


ſad. 


24 


ſaid on a Subject. There's no doubt 


but Matter might be found to pro- 


tract this to a Treatiſe of four or 


| five times the Largeneſs of this; but 


I have nothing to do at preſent with 
the Hiſtory of Plagues, nor the Me- 
dical Part of the Cure; the Mark I 
am drawing my Bow at is ONE, the 
Tee it IN THE AIR. If in this 

I am clear and intelligible, it is ſuf- 
| ficient, and TI have carried my prin- 

cipal Deſign, though another ſhould 
proſecute and finiſh it. It is Plea- 


ſure enough for me to conceive. my=" _ 


ſelf the Author of ſo great a Benefit + 


to Mankind. 


